
Annual Town Meeting
16TH MAY 2022



Agenda
22/1 MINUTES: To confirm the Minutes of 
the Annual Town Meeting held on the 15th April 
2019.

22/2 MAYOR’S REPORT: To receive a report 
from the Mayor on the activities of Ivybridge 
Town Council during the period 2019-2022.

22/3 OTHER REPORTS: To receive reports 
from the County and District Councillors, and 
representatives of other community groups and 
organisations serving Ivybridge during the period 
2019-2022.

22/4 WRITTEN QUESTIONS: To consider any 
matters submitted to the meeting in writing by 
electors of this Parish.

22/5 MATTERS ARISING: To consider any 
matters to be raised in person at the meeting by 
electors of this Parish.

22/6 ALDI PLANNING APPLICATION: To 
consider the results of the Town Council and 
Chamber of Commerce questionnaire plus any 
suggestions for South Hams District Council to 
consider in addition to, or as alternatives to, the 
‘Regeneration’ plans.

22/7 PRIORITIES 2022-2024: To consider 
what the Town Council should consider as its 
aims and priorities over the next 2 years.
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22/2 MAYOR’S REPORT

To receive a report from the Mayor on the 
activities of Ivybridge Town Council during the 
period 2019-2022.



Ivybridge during 2019-2022…
COVID
◦ Council continued to operate throughout Covid – including meetings and 

keeping parks open and looked after

◦ Officers and Councillors worked throughout

◦ Supported the Community Response through staffing and running helpline, 
supporting volunteers and the Community Connector and So Social to 
coordinate help

◦ Town Council kept The Watermark going through external grants and furlough 
to be ready to open as soon as safe – protecting a hard earned facility



Ivybridge during 2019-2022…
COVID
◦ Community strengthened –

◦ Shops survived, opened and thrived

◦ Events happened and were supported as sense of community grew

◦ Long term support networks and friendships formed

◦ Worked with PL:21 to deliver new quiet cycle routes 



Ivybridge during 2019-2022…
Events
◦ Tour of Britain

◦ Christmas 2021



Ivybridge during 2019-2022…
Community 
◦ Ivybridge in Bloom – achieved two awards at SWIB –

supported by Town Council via plants and watering 
◦ Christmas Hampers 2020 & 2021 – instead of a dinner,
volunteers and financial support from sponsors including 
local businesses & County and District Councillors, 
enabled delivery of hampers on
Christmas day to those 
alone at Christmas.



Ivybridge during 2019-2022…
Community Support from Town Council
◦ Grants to support delivery of Citizens Advice, Youth Leisure 

Nights, RBL Remembrance Sunday event, Fireworks at the Rugby 
Club, Ring and Ride and more

◦ Part funded Community Connector role with South Hams CVS

◦ Supported and coordinated volunteers for Christmas Day dinner 
in 2019

◦ Parish Paths Partnership – supported DCC by helping to maintain 
and improve paths with help from volunteers including a new 
accessible path into Longtimber Wood, in partnership with 
Dartmoor National Park. 



Ivybridge during 2019-2022…
Biodiversity 
◦ 1000s of trees

◦ Wildflower meadows

◦ BioBlitz day at Filham



Ivybridge during 2019-2022…
Town Council projects in progress
◦ Filham Consultation, and Masterplan now in place and 

Section 106 funding ring-fenced to deliver £100ks of 
improvements

◦ Butterpark to be used to create homes for local people and 
adults with learning disabilities

◦ Rewilding and managing land for informal recreation



Ivybridge during 2019-2022…
Other Town Council day to day activity
◦ Managing and maintaining around 100 acres of open space and 

parkland

◦ Running The Watermark providing cultural and entertainment as 
well as a community hub

◦ Provide land for the Allotment Association

◦ Subsidised spaces for community use and to facilitate 
organisations to deliver services

◦ Managing Woodlands Cemetery



Ivybridge during 2019-2022…
Town Clerks 
◦ Previous Town Clerk Lesley Hughes retired in December 2020

◦ She was Town Clerk since 2001. Lesley has since sadly passed 
away and will be greatly missed. 

◦ New Town Clerk, Jonathan Parsons was appointed in late 2020 
but has work for the Town Council for nearly 10 years.
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22/3 OTHER REPORTS

To receive reports from the County and District 
Councillors, and representatives of other 
community groups and organisations serving 
Ivybridge during the period 2019-2022.

Including: District Councillor Victor Abbott, 
Skate South Devon & PL:21



Skate 
South 
Devon

Strengthening Communities 
Through Skateboarding



Planned Engagement and Activities

• Continue to advocate for the best wheeled-sports facilities in the South 
Hams here in Ivybridge

• Work in partnership with ITC to deliver a ground-breaking facility at Filham

• Free coaching and beginner skateboard sessions during the summer in 
collaboration with Skateboard GB

• Art workshops in partnership with the Clay Factory and talented local artists

• UK premiere of an important skateboarding documentary – ‘Made In Venice’ 
at the Watermark

• Exploring the possibility of temporary art installations around Ivybridge – for 
example at the current skate park

• Working with local businesses to develop positive returns for the community
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During the construction period which could be around 15 months, both Glanvilles Mill car park and the Leonards Road 
car park could be closed for anything from 6-12 months. This may also mean the main Glanvilles Mill bridge will also be 
closed during this time. How do you feel this will affect you with regard to the following:





Once building work is complete, parking in the Aldi car park on the upper deck - 99 spaces - will be limited to 90 
minutes for customers of Aldi only. The lower deck - 113 spaces - will be similar to the current parking provision, 
providing short stay and all day parking.  There is currently 227 parking spaces available to the public. Will this 
change to parking in the town centre make you:
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Regeneration of Town Centre
Should Ivybridge accept these SHDC plans or suggest alternatives?

For example:

◦ Facilities for young people
◦ Enhance river with terraces, benches, gardens
◦ Town signage and ‘brand’
◦ Resurfacing and new street furniture in Fore Street
◦ Enhancements to open spaces around town centre eg car parks, green spaces 

etc
◦ SHDC to buy second bridge site from Glanvilles Mill to add to connectivity
◦ What else?
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Town Council Priorities
Already in the pipeline:
◦ Filham Park improvements
◦ Victoria Park/MacAndrews play areas
◦ Butterpark
◦ Wheeled Sports 
◦ Town Events – Jubilee, Christmas, Bridge Ceremony?
◦ Support for Youth Projects

◦ What else?
◦ How can it be funded? 
◦ What community groups could help, or need support, to do it?
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